Acknowledgements xi

Introduction 1

agrON=

PART 1

Beyond Buddhist Modernism 2
Reimagining Zen in the West 7
Cross-cultural Hermeneutics 10
A Secular Age 13

Outline of This Book 16

Zen and the Immanent Frame

1 Zen Transmissions and Reimaginings 25

1

2
3
4

Reimagining Indian Buddhism as Chinese Chan 26

1.1 Sudden Enlightenment versus Gradual Cultivation 30

1.2 Beyond Language versus within Language 32
1.3 Koan Practice versus Silent lllumination 36
Reimagining Chinese Chan as Japanese Zen 37
Zen Imaginings in the West 38
Discussion 42

2 A Secular Age 46

ONO AR WN =

Introduction 46

Fullness 49

Beyond Subtraction Stories 52
Disenchantment 54

The Buffered Self 56

The Immanent Frame 57

A Three-Cornered Battle 60
Discussion 64

3  Cross Pressures in the Immanent Frame 73

OO WN =

The General Malaise of Immanence 73
Enlightenment as a New Form of Fullness 75
Disenchantment versus Re-enchantment 78
Beyond Transcendence and Immanence 82
Open versus Closed Zen Practice 84
Discussion 87

PART 2 Zen Modemism

4 Universalization: Zen as Universal Mysticism 95

O©COoONOOOPWN =

The Birth of Buddhism as a World Religion 96

Universal Zen 99

Pure Experience 102

Criticizing the Universality of Pure Experience 104
Against Perennialism: Criticism of Universal Mysticism 107
Zen as Non-mysticism 108

Back to Language: Dogeris Mystical Hermeneutics 110
Zen Meditation as Universal Dharma Practice 112
Discussion 114

5 Psychologization: The Zen Experience 120



Psychologization 120

Disenchanting the Bodhisattvas 123

Questioning the Zen Experience 125

Beyond Religious Experience 128

Going Beyond Excarnation and the Buffered Self 130
Dogen’s Embodied Realization 131

Discussion 136

NO O WN =

6  The Therapeutic Turn: Zen as Therapy 139

1 From Conversion to Healing 140
2 The Reaffirmation of Ordinary Life 142
2.1 Zen and the Affirmation of Ordinary Life 144
2.2 Dogen on the Affirmation of Ordinary Life 147
3 The Medicalization of the Moral 148
4 Instrumentalization versus No Gain 151
5 Discussion 153

7  The Rise of Expressive Individualism: Zen as Global Spirituality 158

1 The Rise of Expressive Individualism 158

2 Personal Spirituality versus Communal Religious Practice 162
3 Religious Belonging 164

4 Zen Belonging in the West 166

5 Pure Zen versus Buddhist Zen 168

6 Zen Ritual as Communal Practice 170

7 Discussion 173

PART 3 Beyond Zen Modernism

8 Batchelor’'s Secular Buddhism 181

1 The Search for the Human Buddha 183
2 Beyond Karma 187

3 Reimagining Enlightenment 189

4 Discussion 192

9 Reimagining Emptiness: Toward a Subtler Language of Fullness 197

1 The Kyoto School 197
2 Sunyata as Zen Fullness 198
3 Nishitani and Sunyata 201
4 Hisamatsu and Oriental Nothingness 203
5 Masao Abe 205
6 David Loy’'s New Buddhist Path 206
6.1 Deconstructing Enlightenment: Beyond Transcendence and Immanence 209
6.2 Evolution: A New Enchanted Buddhist Worldview 212
6.3 Ethics: Reimagining the Bodhisattva Path 214
7 Discussion 216

10 Engaging Dogen’s Zen 220

1 Back to Buddhist Scriptures 221
2 An Enchanted Zen 223
3 Zen Fullness as Ongoing Practice-Realization 224
4 From Individual Pure Zen to Communal Bodhisattva Zen 225
5 Dogen’s Shushogi 227
5.1 Repenting and Eliminating Bad Karma 227
5.2 Receiving Precepts andJoining the Ranks 231
6  Making the Vow to Benefit Beings 233



7  Discussion 236
8 The Future of Zen 237

Literature 241

Index 258



