
The 21 st century will be the century of superdiversity. Ethnic-cultural diversity in Europe continues to 
grow, even though governments try to limit further migration with a series of short-sighted measures. 
In Brussels, the capital city of Belgium and Europe, two out of every three residents has a migration 
background. Within a matter of years, Antwerp will also become a majority-minority city, as will many 
other European cities. 
 
How will superdiversity change our society? How can we all manage to live together in superdiversity? 
This book wants to redefine the deadlocked ideological debate about the desirability (or otherwise) of 
a multicultural society. In the 2ist century, it is no longer a question of ‘whether’ we want such a 
society or not, but a question of ‘how’ we can deal with a superdiverse reality that is already upon us. 
How can we make best use of the potential inherent in this superdiversity and how can we avoid the 
pitfalls it entails? 
 
Superdiversity in the heart of Europe builds further on the concept of superdiversity as propounded by 
Steven Vertovec. It combines this framework with the work of Ulrich Beck and others to analyze the 
context of superdiversity in Belgium and the Netherlands. It also gives a summary of contemporary 
research into diversity in the heart of Europe. As such, it makes a contribution towards the necessary 
normalization of superdiversity in our rapidly changing modern world. 
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