
The Role of Theology in the History and Philosophy of Science 1 
Joshua M. Moritz  
 
Abstract 1  
 
Keywords 1 
 
Bibliographic Introduction to “Science and Religion” 1  
 
Part 1: Theology and the Historiography of Science 12  
 
The Historical Roots of the Conflict Thesis 14  
Evaluating the Conflict Thesis 17 
From Conflict to Creative Tension and Creative Mutual Interaction 20  
Human Dissection in the Middle Ages: A Case Study in Conflict or a Persistent Myth? 22 
The Galileo Affair: The Smoking Gun in the War between Science and Religion? 28 
The Galileo Affair: From Conflict to Creative Tension and Creative Mutual Interaction 48  
 
Conclusion 50 
 
Part 2: Theology and the Philosophical Foundations and Boundaries of Science 51 
 
The General Presuppositions of Science 53  
Aesthetic, Epistemic, and Moral Values That Shape Science 53  
General Metaphysical Presuppositions of Science 62  
Theological Foundations of the General Metaphysical Presuppositions of Science 69 
Is Ontological Naturalism a General Presupposition of Science? 78  
Particular and Contextual Metaphysical Presuppositions of Science 80  
Does Science have Limits ? 85  
 
Conclusion 90  
 
Works Cited 91 
 


