
Acknowledgements vii 
 
List of Illustrations x 
 
Introduction: Radioactivity 1  
 
PART 1 Subjectivity, Temporality and Spectacle 
 

1 Interpreting the Theory of Spectacle 17 
2 Five Aspects of Debord’s Theoretical Work 39 

 
PART 2 The New Beauty: 1951-62 
 

3 ‘We are Artists Insofar as We are No Longer Artists’ 81 
4 The Everyday and the Absolute 108 
5 ‘Avant-Gardes Have Only One Time’ 141 

 
PART 3 ‘Everything that had Formerly been Absolute Became Historical’ 
 

6 Debord and French Hegelianism 155 
7 Subjects and Objects: Debord, Lukacs and the Young Marx 191 
8 Life and Non-Life 219 

 
PART 4 In Pursuit of the Northwest Passage: 1963-73 
 

9 Never Work! 241 
10 ‘I am Nothing and I Should be Everything’ 270 
11 The‘Fetishism of Capital’306 

 
PART 5 The Integrated Spectacle: 1974-94 
 

12 Moving with History’s ‘Bad Side’ 333 
13 Strategy and Tactics in the Integrated Spectacle 354 
14 The Knight, Death and the Devil 390 

 
Bibliography 401  
 
Index 422 
 


